Homeless Prevention Assistance Consortium
HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Part I – Addressing Current Housing Crisis

	Housing
	Basic Needs
	Income
	Employment
	Financial / Credit 

	CLIENT REPORTS they have clean, habitable Apt. or House which is not in jeopardy due to poor upkeep and/or financial strain.
	CLIENT REPORTS food, clothing, & other sustenance items are available thru their own means. Able to purchase any food hhld desires.
	CLIENT REPORTS steady source of income which is not in jeopardy. Income is well managed. Has discretionary income. Has some savings
	CLIENT employed Full-Time. Good work history.  Retired.  Sufficiently Self-Employed.
 
	CLIENT has a checking account. Has 1 – 3 credit cards with available balances, up-to-date with monthly payments.  Rent is only 30-45% of monthly income

	   2  pt _________
	   2  pt _________
	   2  pt _________
	   2  pt _________
	   2  pt _________

	CLIENT REPORTS imminent eviction. They need short-term help with rent or utilities. Housing in jeopardy due to financial strain or housing is uninhabitable.  They are an independent hhld residing with friends/relatives.
	CLIENT REPORTS can meet basic food needs, but requires occasional assistance. Has inadequate or limited clothing. Food Stamps in use and sufficient to cover food needs except for small gap at end of month. 


	CLIENT REPORTS steady source of income, can meet basic needs and manage debt, with some lapses.  Inappropriate spending. Not receiving child support on all children.


	CLIENT employed for at least 90 days in the last 12 months.  Part-time employment only.  Collecting Unemployment for 1-6 months. Has a Job Offer. Or on job less than 3 months. Self-Employed, consistent income.
	CLIENT has a checking account. Difficulty making minimum payments on obligations. Lack of rental history. S/he would have immediate financial problem if s/he lost job.  Rent is around 50% of monthly income.

	   4 pts ________
	   4 pts ________
	   4 pts ________
	   4 pts ________
	   4 pts ________

	CLIENT REPORTS they are homeless. Evicted with no place to stay. Arrangements to stay w/ friends have fallen through. Needs Assisted Living
	CLIENT REPORTS often without food. Even with Food Stamps food supply is not adequate throughout month, uses pantries or served food at least monthly. On payment arrangement for Utilities.
 
	CLIENT REPORTS income is in jeopardy. Sporadic income. Receiving unemployment for more than 3 months.  Court-order for child support on all kids.  Receiving TANF.

	CLIENT REPORTS 
day job. Sporadic or seasonal employment. Recent Part-Time work; or receiving Unemployment 6+ months. Self-Employed, with reduction in income
	CLIENT REPORTS taking cash advance on one credit card to pay another, Taking “Pay Day Loans” to make payments, Lack of rental history and/or poor landlord references. Multiple (3-7) evictions.  Rent is greater than 55% of income.

	   6 pts ________
	   6 pts ________
	   6 pts ________
	   6 pts ________
	   6 pts ________

	CLIENT REPORTS 

2 or more episodes of homelessness within the last 12 months. History of multiple evictions (1-7). Living in shelter now. Living in unclean, unsafe housing.
	CLIENT REPORTS often without food or clothing. Accesses Food Pantry or other food assistance programs on a regular basis. Shut-Off Notice for Utilities.

	CLIENT REPORTS sporadic income. Depends on gifts / contributions from friends / family. Not receiving child support for all children. Recent loss of a source of income. On period of TANF sit-out.
	CLIENT REPORTS
no job. Unemployment has run out. No recent employment and does not qualify for Unemployment. Unable to hold a job. 
	CLIENT REPORTS 
no checking account. Multiple “Pay Day Loans” that are 4+ weeks old. Eviction in past 12 mos. Utilities currently off. Convicted one or more misdemeanors. Income is less than Rent Amount.

	   8 pts _________
	   8 pts _________
	   8 pts _________
	   8 pts _________
	   8 pts _________

	CLIENT REPORTS currently homeless more than 1 year. Seven (7) or more evictions. Unable to stay at local shelters.
	CLIENT REPORTS 
no food or means to prepare or store it. Reliance on sources of free food. Limited access to clean water. No spare or minimal clothing. Utilities are shut off.
	CLIENT timed out of TANF. Client eligible for SSI or SSDI but is not yet receiving or has not applied or been approved for benefits. No Income.
	CLIENT REPORTS 
no employment in past two or more years.  Unable to work.
	CLIENT has no checking account. 5+ eviction(s) in past 18 months. Old outstanding debt w/ utilities unable to get utilities turned on in their name. Felony convictions involving drugs, weapons, or a sex crime.

	   10 pts ________
	   10 pts ________
	   10 pts ________
	   10 pts ________
	   10 pts ______
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Client: _________________





Date: ________  Score: __________





35 – 50 points = Needs Emergency Shelter or Permanent Supportive Housing





30 – 34 points = Connect to Transitional Housing.  Client may need Emergency Lodging until space opens.





24 –28 points = Precariously housed; needs 3 - 9 months rent or possibly Transitional Housing





16 – 22 points = Needs 1-3 months rent





10 - 14 points = stable; if crisis justifies, then 1 month rent or utility; Perhaps both.








Case Worker: ____________________________    Signature: _____________________   Date: ____________
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